
 
Fort Raleigh National Historic Site 
Park Activities Summer 2010 
May 28 to Labor Day 
The schedule may change without notice. Programs are subject to weather. Sunscreen and bug 
repellent are recommended for all outdoor programs.  

 
Visitor Center Hours 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. May 28 to Labor Day  
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. the rest of the year 
 
Program Locations: 

(1) Fort Raleigh Earthen Fort  (2) Picnic Area near Visitor Center  (3) Visitor Center  
     

 (#) Program is Accessible Sun Mon  Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1584: The Scouting Expedition 
(#) (1) 

10:30      10:30 

1585-86: The Exploration 
Expedition  (#) (1) 

2:30 2:30 2:30 2:30 2:30 2:30 2:30 

1587: The Colony (#) (1) 3:30 3:30 3:30 3:30 3:30 3:30 3:30 
Roanoke Island History: The 
Freedmen (#) (1) 

 11:30  11:30    
 

Roanoke Island History: The 
Algonquians (#) (1) 

  4:30  11:30 4:30  

Roanoke Island History: The Civil 
War Battle of Roanoke Island 
(#) (1) 

11:30      11:30 

Roanoke Island History: The 
Drama Remembers (#) (1) 

4:30      4:30 

Family Activity: Voice Through 
the Air (#) (2) 

    1:30  1:30 

Family Activity: Roanoke 
Explorers (#) (2) 

 10:30 1:30   10:30  

Family Activity: Life in the 
Roanoke Tribe (#) (2) 

 1:30 10:30 1:30  1:30  

Family Activity: The Power of 
Archeology (#) (3) 

   10:30 10:30   

Nature Trail Walk (3)     4:30 4:30   
 
 
 
 



Program Descriptions 
 
1584: The Scouting Expedition  
(30 minutes)   
First contact between the English and Carolina Algonquian Indians occurred during this voyage.  Why did 
England consider having a colony in this New World? Why was the choice made to begin at Roanoke 
Island instead of other places? Join us to examine these questions. 
 
1585-86: The Exploration Expedition  
(30 minutes) 
During this expedition, English explorers established an outpost on Roanoke Island and remained for 
eleven months surveying the New World. Their expedition began with promise, and ended in tragedy. 
Share the experience of their discoveries through the eyes of an Explorer. 
 
1587: The Colony  
(30 minutes) 
Men, women and children leave England for the New World to begin a new way of life. Instead of the 
Chesapeake Bay, the colonists were forced to land at Roanoke Island, and then they struggle to survive. 
“Where did the Lost Colonists go?” Examine with us the theories of their fate.   
 
Roanoke Island History: The Algonquians  
(30 minutes) 
Learn what an English scientific team reported to Europe regarding these native peoples. This ranger-
guided program presents the original residents of Roanoke Island. 
 
Roanoke Island History: The Drama Remembers 
(30 minutes) 
Before you attend the play, learn the story behind America’s longest-running outdoor symphonic drama 
and the establishment of this national historic site.  
 
Roanoke Island History: The Freedmen  
(30 minutes) 
Learn about another type of colony established on Roanoke Island during the Civil War, which offered the 
promise of a profound beginning for the island’s newest residents. 
 
Roanoke Island History:  The Civil War Battle of Roanoke Island 
(30 minutes) 
Learn what was at stake for both the Union and Confederate causes, and what happened on Roanoke 
Island in early February, 1862. 
 
Family Activity: Voice through the Air 
(45 minutes) 
Learn about Reginald Fessenden, a self-taught man who figured out how to speak long distances without 
shouting! He did experiments on Roanoke Island do learn how this could be done. 
 
Family Activity: The Power of Archeology 
(1 hour) 
Are you ready to get your hands dirty? This activity will introduce the science and field methods of 
archeology, and ethics of protecting what is yet to be learned from peoples of long ago.   
 
Family Activity: Life in the Roanoke Tribe 
(45 minutes)   
This activity will offer remembrance of the Native People of Roanoke Island. Leave with something 
tangible from the park, such as paint markings, or a small earthen pot.   
 
Family Activity: Roanoke Explorers 
(45 minutes)  
This activity will link us to people who have lived on Roanoke Island. Re-live history of the English 
explorers and learn a task or bring home something that is yours to keep. 



 
Nature Trail Walk  
(1 hour) 
Meet at the park visitor center for a half-mile walk to witness the New World through an Explorer’s eyes. 
Physical demands involve walking on a trail that has exposed roots and gentle slopes.   
 
 


